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In this section on international development cooperation, the Women’s Working Group 

on Financing for Development and the larger CSO group for the Doha Preparatory 

Process on Financing for Development, align ourselves with the overall understanding of 

the catalytic role that aid could play in removing constraints to growth. We further share 

the views expressed some of you on the need for concrete and universal ways to track aid 

quantity, quality and effectiveness, as a way to respond to many shortfalls in 

development cooperation.  

 

However we also point your attention to the need to go beyond the current framework 

approach to aid effectiveness that is found in the Paris Declaration and which is largely 

stimulated by donor governments’ concerns with financial risk management and 

insurance as well as drawn by the OECD-WB-IMF criteria and tools.  

 

Rather we wish to see aid effectiveness being linked more clearly to the overarching 

objective of development effectiveness which is instead driven by concerns around social 

risk protection for the most vulnerable especially women and children in chronic poverty 

as well as sustainable development for developing countries in particular LDCs and 

countries in fragile situations.  

 

Further that such an alternative view ought to be accompanied by a consistent and 

meaningful elaboration of long term aid exit strategies while at the same time making 

sure that the international policy environment does not cancel out the potential beneficial 

effects of predictable and scaled up ODA through, for instance, negative terms of trade, 

high levels of debt servicing, or excessive repatriation of profits.  

 

Linked to this, we reiterate what others have said that ODA must not be used to exercise 

power over recipient countries through the use among others of conditionalities; neither 

should ODA be linked to trade negotiations.  

 

In this regard, we feel that the Accra Agenda for Action linked to the Paris Declaration 

on Aid Effectiveness had recently provided some momentum toward (1) strengthening 

and making more meaningful the role of developing countries in international 

cooperation with emphasis on the use of national systems and plans and strong 

recognition of national ownership; (2) recognizing the contribution to international 

cooperation of other stakeholders such as parliamentarians and civil society 

organizations, (3) recognizing South-South cooperation and triangular modalities as 

playing an important role in international development cooperation; and (4) making the 

link the Paris Declaration with the Development Cooperation Forum and the Financing 

for Development processes. 

 



However, much more needs to happen. Aid effectiveness should be viewed within the 

framework of self-reliance and sustainability which requires coherence in trade, financial 

and monetary policies that only an integrated (as against fragmented), and publicly 

accessible and accountable (as against technocratic driven) processes of the United 

Nations could provide, and where there is inclusive participation of all governments 

especially developing country governments and other multi-stakeholders including civil 

society organizations and women’s organizations. 

 

As such, we urge governments to consider strong language urging for more resources to 

the United Nations so that, among others, the Financing for Development Office core of 

experts on finance and monetary policies may be better utilized by country governments 

and the multilateral system, and the ECOSOC - Development Cooperation Forum may be 

more effectively used as a forum for exchange of experiences across various modalities 

of international cooperation. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 


