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Women’s Working Group on Financing for Development 

Terms of Reference* 

   

Background 

The Women’s Working Group on Financing for Development (WWG on FfD) was formed in 
October 2007 as an alliance of women's organizations and networks to advocate for the 
advancement of gender equality, women's empowerment and human rights in the Financing for 
Development (FfD) related UN processes including: 

 High-Level Dialogue on FfD (Oct 2007); 
 Commission on the Status of Women (Mar 2008); 
 Hearings of Civil Society on FfD (Jun 2008); 
 ECOSOC Development Cooperation Forum (Jun 2008); 
 Doha Review Conference on Financing for Development (Nov 2008); 
 Commission of Experts on Reforms of the International Monetary and Financial System 

(Mar 2009); 

 Commission on the Status of Women (Mar 2009); 
 ECOSOC-BWIs-WTO-UNCTAD Spring Meeting (Apr 2009); 
 The Conference on the World Financial and Economic Crisis and its Impact on 

Development (June 09). 

In the context of the financial and economic crises, those UN processes presented opportunities 
to make significant structural changes in the global development architecture. The WWG on FfD 
seized this political moment to move towards advocating for a rights-based global development 
architecture that recognizes the central role of the care economy, social reproduction and 
sexuality. 

On the road to the Doha Review Conference (2008), the WWG on FfD was coordinated by 
Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN) and included the following 
organizations: the African Women's Development and Communication Network (FEMNET), 
Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID), the Feminist Task Force (FTF), the 
Global Policy Forum (GPF), the International Gender and Trade Network (IGTN), the 
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), the Network for Women's Rights in Ghana 
(NETRIGHT), the Women’s Environment and Development Organization (WEDO) and Women in 
Development-Europe (WIDE).  

A wider e-list was created as a vehicle to exchange information, updates and feminist analyses 
on FfD issues, among the aforementioned organizations: gender-in-ffd@googlegroups.com. 
Organizations interested in registering please contact: wwgonffd@gmail.com 

The WWG is part of the Global Social Economic Group (GSEG) and is one of the NGO Facilitators 
in the Financing for Development Process. More information: 
http://www.un.org/esa/ffd/civilsociety/csresources.htm 
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Reactivation of WWG on FfD 

In July 2014, following a call from the CSO FfD facilitation group and a gathering of feminist and 
women’s rights advocates previewing the upcoming FfD process, DAWN, FTF and AWID decided 
to launch a consultation with former WWG members1 to reactivate the WWG on FfD. These 
Terms of Reference (ToR) are a result of the initial invitation and a move towards organizing 
women’s organizations and networks around the upcoming FfD calendar.  

The above-mentioned organizations (DAWN, FTF and AWID) are acting temporarily as co-
coordinators of the WWG in the process to reactivate the WWG on FFD. These organizations are 
currently representing the WWG on FfD in the Addis Ababa Coordinating Group, the CSO group 
in charge of facilitating CSO engagement to the Addis Ababa FfD International Conference. 

 

Role and Mandate of WWG on FfD towards the III International Conference on FfD in 2015 and 
beyond 

The III UN Financing for Development Conference will take place in July 2015 in Addis Ababa, 
contributing to the need to revitalize the WWG on FfD. In this context, the WWG on FfD is 
intended to be an extensive arena for networking, strategizing and alliance building on FfD 
related issues, bringing a feminist and women’s rights perspective to the discussions and 
deliberations ahead of the III International Conference on FfD. Thus, the role and mandate of 
the WWG on FfD will be to: 

 Share analysis on FfD related issues, bringing to the discussions transformative women’s 
rights, human rights and feminist perspectives and recommendations; 

 Develop common advocacy and policy positions and messaging on FfD and strategise 
for proactive inclusion in the process; 

 Share information related to the FfD process including on key opportunities for feminist 
and women’s rights organizations and groups engagement; 

 Network with the broader feminist, civil society organizations and coalitions working on 
FfD particularly the Addis Ababa CSO Coordinating Group, as well as with UN agencies, 
and regional and global institutions; 

 Coordinate with other women’s platforms active in interlinking UN processes. 
 

Criteria for general membership in the WWG on FfD 

Membership in the Women’s Working Group on Financing for Development shall be voluntary 
for civil society organizations and networks who: 

1. Share the objectives and positioning of the Women’s Working Group on FfD, which are 
collectively developed; 

2. Be representative of a civil society organization active at the national, regional or global level 
and willing to exchange, coordinate and strategize on feminists and women’s rights efforts 
around the FfD process. 

3. Demonstrated previous involvement in the FfD process; 
4. Make a commitment to regular involvement in the work of the WWG on FfD. 

 

                                                        
1 Following the consultation lead by DAWN in July 2014 the following organizations manifested interest in 
continuing being part of the WWG: Association for Women’s Rights in Development, Development Alternatives 
with Women for a New Era (DAWN), Feminist Task Force, Global Policy Forum and WIDE+. WEDO, FEMNET 
and NETRIGHT supported the reactivation of the group and would like to stay informed.  
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General membership information / How to join 

1. Interested organizations and groups should answer the following questions and send to the 
following e-mail address: wwgonffd@gmail.com  

A. How is your organization actively involved or plans to be involved in bringing a 
feminist and women’s rights perspective to the III Conference on Financing for 
Development process?  

B. What are your organization’s key priorities on gender equality and women’s human 
rights for FfD?  

C. What is the primary interest of your organization to join the group? 
D. What can your organization bring to the group? 
E. In which level of engagement is your organization interested to join (see section on 

“Ways of Working”)? 
 

2. Previous WWG members will immediately comprise the initial membership of the WWG, 
unless they send notice of the opposite.  

3. The membership of new CSOs and networks will be confirmed by the current core group of 
the WWG on FfD striving for an open and transparent way. 

Membership list will be updated every three months to keep track of the membership and as a 
transparency exercise. The list will include submissions that are made at least one month before 
the scheduled due date.  

 

WWG on FfD membership benefits and opportunities: 

 Access to information, analysis and positioning of feminist and women’s rights 
organizations/ groups on current FfD issues with a feminist and women’s rights perspective; 

 Latest information from the Addis Ababa CSO Coordinating Group on FfD of which the 
WWG on FfD is a member. The CSO CG is a global representative and coordinating body 
facilitating access to information, analysis and networking with the broader civil society 
constituency around FfD issues; 

 Pertinent and timely information to official FfD information:  calendar of FfD process, 
political mapping, advocacy opportunities, logistics for participation at FfD Review 
Conference (July 2015); 

 Coordination with other women’s platforms active in interlinking UN processes. 

  

Ways of Working 

Three levels of engagement: 

Outreach to further feminist and women’s human rights organizations to expand membership 
is a fundamental step forward. Interested feminist and women’s rights CSOs can engage in 
different levels: 

1. Information sharing: 

 Information sharing and sign-on joint positions. The main communication tool will be the e-
list: and the website: http://wwgonffd.org/ 

2. Policy and Advocacy work for the WWG on FfD: In addition of information sharing, interested 
organizations engaging at this level are expected to deliver on one or more of the following 
actions: 

mailto:wwgonffd@gmail.com
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 To continuously share information with and get input from WWG members; 
 To read official documents and give input as they are developed; 
 To prepare WWG analysis, joint positions, recommendations, drawing upon existing 

materials; 

 To meet with official delegates and other key stakeholders and report back; 
 To initiate and co-organise side events with governments, CSO’s and/or UN agencies and 

regional development institutions; 
 To produce press releases and/or organize press events; 

 To attend, support and/or co-organize strategy meetings; 
 To write a summary report, or coordinate on official and/or CSOs sessions; 

 To encourage and oversee additions of new members to the WWG on FfD. 

3. Core Group Facilitators: In addition to engaging in policy and advocacy work, organizations 
interested at engaging at this level will be expected to: 

 Provide backstopping and general support for the whole process and ensure communication 
with the broader WWG on FfD. They will provide overall support on the implementation of 
the tasks mentioned above. 

Communication: 

In terms of language of communication, while WWG members will encourage and seek ways to 
provide translation of main WWG documents on the road to Addis FfD conference, 
unfortunately, due to lack of capacity, the main working language of the group will be English. 

 

Statements: 

 Statements are generally prepared in advance first by a group of volunteers and then 
discussed and agreed with the wider WWG group; the contributions of specific organizations 
are acknowledged in footnote in the statement; 

 In case of (great) time constraints, statements can be prepared with limited consultation, 
and this needs to be reflected in how these documents are presented externally, thus, 
clearly indicating on whose behalf the statement is being made; 

 All statements made are shared with the wider WWG on FfD group listserv; 

 The WWG on FfD collectively decides on speaking opportunities within the official process.  

 

Funding: 

The WWG on FfD is currently not officially funded to fulfill this mandate.  Therefore, the work 
of the WWG on FfD will depend on organizational contributions to the process (human 
resources, time, financial, logistical, and other as needed). The WWG on FfD will seek funding at 
the minimum to organize two face-to-face meetings prior to the III FfD Conference in Addis 
Ababa (July 2015).  Moreover, it will prioritize enabling the participation of member groups to 
participate in FfD meetings at global and regional level, especially for members from the Global 
South. However, currently, much of the WWG on FfD work takes place through virtual and online 
means.  

It is recommended that those organizations/groups interested in attending the FfD preparatory 
process meetings in New York and the III FfD International Conference in Addis Ababa begin 
seeking their own funds.  
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Cessation of membership   

1. Voluntary: Any member may disengage from the working group by submitting a written 
communication to the core support members manifesting their voluntary decision to cease 
membership or partnership with the WWG. 

2. Involuntary: Any member who consistently and consciously acts in a manner detrimental to 
the objectives of the working group may be removed from membership through a 
consultative peer review process, if needed. This will be submitted in written 
communication. 

 

 TOR developed October, 2014 


