
  
 
 
 
 
CSO Intervention on International Trade for Sustainable Development   
 
Thank you co-facilitators. I’m Tessa Khan from the Asia Pacific Forum on Women 
Law and Development and I speak on behalf of the Women’s Working Group on FFD 
and the broader civil society group.  
 
In paragraph 74, we consider it inappropriate to refer to the Trade Facilitation 
Agreement without recognising the critical issue of public stockholding and food 
security, which is required not only to respect the domestic policy space of 
developing countries, but to fulfil the human rights of their citizens. We therefore ask 
that the need to advance a Permanent Solution on Food Security be included in this 
paragraph.   
 
In paragraph 75, we note the increase in the share of world exports of developing 
countries, mostly reflects commodity price increases---prices which are of course now 
decreasing-- rather than improvements in quantity and value-added of productive 
capacity.  
 
In paragraph 76, we think it’s worth keeping discussion of agricultural and fisheries 
markets separate, given their separate treatment within the WTO.  
 
In relation to paragraphs 79 and 80, we ask for recognition that countries at different 
levels of economic development stand to benefit from trade liberalisation to differing 
degrees, just as developed countries have paced their own integration into regional 
and global markets to suit their industrial objectives. We ask that in encouraging 
regional integration, countries commit not to exploit labour standards or social 
inequalities, such as the gender wage gap, as a source of competitive advantage.  
In relation to Aid for Trade, such aid should be consistent with the development 
strategies of developing countries and not be conditional on the adoption of trade 
policies that are contrary to those strategies.  
 
Finally, in relation to paragraph 81, we ask that trade and investment agreements are 
both transparently negotiated and do not constrain domestic policies broadly intended 
to promote local economic and social development objectives, including food security 
and industrialisation. We support the call to retain the review of investor-state dispute 
settlement clauses, and ask that this paragraph reflect the need for the mandatory 
review of multilateral and bilateral trade and investment agreements, including ex 
ante and periodic gender, human rights and environmental impact assessments for all 
trade and investment agreements. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity.   
 
 


